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EO 11652 GDS 

TAGS: TECH EAID GH UR 

SUB: REACTOR PROJECT IN GHANA 

REF: A) STATE 136325, B) ACCRA 4207 

1. EMBOFE QUERIED SOVIET BLOC OEEICIAL RE STATUS AND 
EUNCTION OE KWABENYA REACTOR ON JULY 7, 1976 AND LEARNED 
EOLLOWING: GHANA HAS REQUESTED THE SOVIETS TO PROVIDE A NEW 
REACTOR EOR THE KWABENYA PROJECT ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT THE REACTOR NOW BEING INSTALLED IS TOO OBSOLETE. THIS 
REACTOR WAS IN STORAGE IN GHANA EROM THE 1966 COUP 
(IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING IT WAS OBSOLETE EVEN THEN). THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING THE GHANAIAN REQUEST, 

BUT THERE IS SKEPTICISM WITHIN THE SOVIET EMBASSY THAT 
GHANA CAN AEEORD TO PAY EOR A NEW REACTOR. 

COMMENT: SINCE THE SOVIETS HAVE DEMANDED HARD CURRENCY 
PAYMENTS EOR MOST OE THEIR NEWLY RENEWED QUOTE AID 
UNQUOTE HERE IT IS LIKELY THEY WOULD EXPECT THE SAME 
EOR A REACTOR. WITH GHANAIAN EOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES AS 
LOW AS THEY ARE AND NEEDED FOR ESSENTIALS IT IS 
DIEFICULT TO SEE HOW THE GHANAIANS COULD MANAGE IT. 
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2. THE SOVIET EXPERTS AT KWABENYA ESTIMATE IT WILL TAKE THREE 

YEARS TO PUT THE PROJECT IN OPERATION. THE ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION OE THE 

REACTOR HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE REACTOR IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST 

RESEARCH IN MEDICAL AND OTHER EIELDS AN NOT FOR THE 

GENERATION EO POWER. THE RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT 

KWABENYA ARE ALREADY COMPLETED. THE GHANAIANS HAVE 

TOLD THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN ACCRA THAT THEY WISH 

THE KWABENYA EACILITY TO BECOME AN AFRICA- WIDE 

CENTER EOR RESEARCH, NOT JUT A GHANAIAN EACILITY. 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THIS WAS NKRUMAH'S ORIGINAL, 

GRANDIOSE DESIGN, A QUOTE SCIENCE CITY UNQUOTE EOR 
AERICA. 
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